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WCC Urges Break-Through on Intercommunion Issue 


(New Delhi) - The present impasse in "intercommunion differences" among 
the member denominations of the World Council of Churches demands an all- 
out effort to break through to fresh understandings of unity, especially 
as it is expressed at the Lord's Table. 


That was one of the main conclusions contained in an 8,000-word state- 
ment on Unity received by the WCC's Third Assembly and commended for study 
to its 198 affiliated churches in some 60 countries. 


The impasse, it said, "presses the churches to re-examine all possible 
next steps that might be discovered, at any and all levels of their denom- 
inational life". 

"Wherever existing convictions allow for more direct progress towards 


inter-communion between churches", the Assembly urged, "it should be made 
without waiting for consensus and common action in the ecumenical movement 


as a whole." 

With a sense of dramatic necessity, the statement impressed upon the 
member churches of the World Council the challenge to take "responsible 
risks" in eucharistic understanding. 

It reminded them of the "rising tide of impatience among young people 


and many others for more prompt and certain progress toward mutual ander- 
standing in this most central and vital experience of Christian worship 


and witness". 
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The urgency of finding a way to break through the present impasse on 
the question of intercommunion makes it imperative that denominations and 
confessions undertake a new examination of their eucharistic doctrines and 


liturgies in the light of the new factors introduced by the ecumenical 
satuetion", the statement said. 


One of the "responsible risks": the Assembly suggested to the churches 
for consideration was the possibility of intercommunion "during unity nego- 
tiations when intercomnunion is possible even before full union is achieved, 


and all must feel with renewed intensity the agony of broken communion at 
the one Table of the Lord". 


However, the Assembly recognized that for many Christians the possi- 
bility of Holy Communion with other Christians is a goal to be achieved 
rather than an experience to be enjoyed on the way to unity, and that acute 
agony of heart and soul must be endured by all member churches on this 
central problem of the church's life. 


In defining unity as a whole the Assembly followed statements made in 
Toronto (1950), and in St. Andrews, Scotland (1960), thus preserving the 
continuity of discussion. The New Delhi statement reads: 


iWe believe that the unity which is both God!s will and his giebeue 
His Church is being made visible as all in each place who are baptised 
into Jesus Christ and confess Him as Lord and Saviour are brought by the 
Holy Spirit into one full-committed fellowship, holding the one apostolic 
faith, preaching the one Gospel, breaking the one bread, joining in common 
prayer, and having a corporate life reaching out to witness and service to 
all who at the same time are united with the whole Christian fellowship in 
all places and all ages in such wise that ministry and members are accepted 
by all, and that all can act and speak together as occasion requires for 
the tasks to which God calls His people. It is for such unity that we 
believe we must pray and work," EPS, Geneva 


We ost Clare susicya Wielka” Seveia Miiteewaiwe Wore it NW alimaese 


(New Delhi) - Small Christian "cell" groups may be able to win the unchurch- 
ed in many areas where conventional church programmes are proving 
unsuccessful. 


This appraisal was made in a 7,500-word statement on witness presented 
to the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches here. It was one 
of three major statements which delegates commended to the 198 member 
churches for further study and action. 


Creation of such "cells" should prove especially effective in many 
urbanized or industrialized areas of the West, the report said. In such 
areas, many people do not understand traditional presentations of the 
Gospel, or feel uncomfortable in conventional church settings. 


As a possible solution to this problem, it was suggested that local 
churches establish small "cells" of salesgirls and typists, industrial 
workers, technicians and their wives, and those in the field of education, 
who will try to be "the people of God in their own particular context". 


While noting the "obvious danger of fragmentation", the statement 
contended that such new forms of Christian fellowship may help the ordain- 
ed ministry to rediscover its function "as a travelling apostolate and as 
aeeoeus, Ol, Uni vy" . 
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It was also pointed out that a clergyman should be able to enter into 
many different milieus because he is somewhat detached from secular group- 
ings. However, it stressed that if his ministry is to be effective am 
areas where denominations are irrelevent, he must be prepared to work as 
part of a team with pastors of other confessions. 


Eventually local church buildings might function as "the centres to 
which all these groups might come", the statement said. Such a step would 
not destroy the fellowship and witness of the individual congregation, but 
would rather exhibit that all Christians belong to one Lord "in whom all 
human categories and classes are made one". 


The report raised the question of whether conventional church struc- 
tures are actually hindering the work of evangelism, and whether they may 
even be preserving "our divisions in a fossilized way instead of enhancing 
the unity of the witnessing community". 


“fe must not think of the 'Church! as primarily a building or as an 
enterprise run by ministers to which people come or are scolded for not 
coming", it continued. "We must ask whether we do not too easily fall into 
the habit of thinking of the Church as the Sunday congregation rather than 
as the laity scattered abroad in every department of daily life." 


The Assembly stressed that, if the whole Gospel is to be proclaimed, 
the churches must take seriously the secular causes which make men unable 
to hear or respond to the Gospel. EPS, Geneva 


"Courageous Action! Called For By Assembly 


(New Delhi) - A challenging new view of the role to be played by Christian 
churches as they carry out their mission of service in the world has been 
presented to the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Social problems which call for "courageous, obedient" action: today 
were emphasized in an 8,000-word report which delegates received from the 
Assembly's Service Section. It was one of three major documents prepared 
during the 18-day Assembly and commended to the WCC's 198 member churches 
for study and appropriate action. 


These problems include accelerated technological and social changes, 
racial and ethnic tensions, international relations, armaments and world 
peace, as well as new opportunities for Christian service in the modern 
world. 


The report deplored the habit of thinking of persons as potential 
victims or potential destroyers in nuclear war because this will reduce 
sensitivity to their worth. It continued: 


"Such sensitivity is blunted by callous use of abstract speculation 
concerning the millions who will die or survive in nuclear war, and by 
calculations concerning the percentage of all persons in future genera- 
tions who will suffer from genetic distortions as a result of nuclear 
tests. 

"Churches should keep reminding nations and governments of the long 
term effects upon human life of preoccupation with nuclear armaments and 
the prospects of nuclear war." 
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ne Condemning governments which resort to mnas terrorism, the report 
saids 


"In recent times we have seen on a vast scale the use of methods of 
terror under many systems on the part of political authorities to preserve 
their power. There is no greater desecration of the human in men than to 
intimidate and torture them in order to force them to obey the political 
authorities against their consciences. 


Nyy . 

Where a church co-operates with a state to force men's conscience or 
to establish or preserve systems of Oppression it is guilty of a great 
betrayal. 


"We view with great concern the fact that there are still countries 


which on racial and other grounds deny a portion of their population a 
vOice in the formation or control of government. 


"However benevolent such a government might appear to be, government 
without consent of the governed cannot be approved by Christians in our 
time. It becomes all the more worthy of condemnation if the people so 
deprived have the education and ability to use such a voice responsibly. 


"The use of strong measures - involving mass killing by governments 
to suppress non-violent expression of reasonable grievances by people 
denied channels of political expression - cannot be condemned too strongly." 


A long section of the report was devoted to consideration of the race 
issue. It declared that most church members are apathetic about this and 
that too many are easily intimidated or manipulated by a vociferous minor- 
ity of racialists inside and outside the church. 


The report urged Christians to make "creative use" of various means - 
conciliation, litigation, mediation, protest, economic sanctions, non- 
violent action, and co-operation with secular groups - for promoting racial 
justice. 


The churches were asked to identify themselves with oppressed races 
in their struggle to achieve justice and to lead in this struggle because 
Without Christian leadership it might be tragically perverted. They should 
also try to ensure that immigration laws are not based on race discrimina- 
Oi,” 16 Said. 


"The Church has to put its own house in order", the report continued. 
"7+ must not be a segregated society. No one should be denied the right 
of worship, membership, service, and full participation in the activities 
of any church because of race." 


On Bast-West tensions, the statement said that the USSR is confident 
that its way of life is superior to the West and must prevail, while the 
West has a similar conviction about its institutions. 


"Yet responsible leaders in both powsr blocs do appear to entertain 
the hope that the two great systems can co-exist and even peacefully com- 
pete", it added. "It has even to be asked whether the two systems are as 
different in every respect as both sides suppose. 


"Another cause of mistrust is the isolation of large parts of mankind 
from the community of nations. It develops in the absence of the disci- 
plined intercourse of nations,a vicious circle of misinformation, suspi-+ 
gion, fear, distortion, and further withdrawal." EPS, Geneva 
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Action Taken on Five Areas of WCC's Work 


(New Delhi) - in its next te closing day, the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches received reports dealing with the work of several of 


the Council's departments and approved an increase in the budget of the 
organization. 


The Assembly heard reports of committees on the Department of the 
Laity, the Department on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church, 
Family and Society, and the Ecumenical Institute. 


The only specific recommendations of the Committee on the Department 


of the Laity dealt with the training of leaders and the holding of regional 
conferences. 


In the matter of leadership training, the department was instructed 
to hold regional conferences to assist churches to develop programmes of 
lay training and to call in 1963 a world institute of leadership training. 
In the second recommendation, the department was instructed to organize 


further regional conferences on the topic, "The Laity: the Church in the 
Wor Lidl. 


The Committee on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church, Family 
and Society presented a series of recommendations to the churches, includ- 
ing a request to churches which employ ordained women and professional 
women church workers to examine ways in which these workers are now used 
and how they may best be used. A brief floor debate was touched off by an 
attempted amendment to. this resolution which would have had the Assembly 
endorse the ordination of women but this was later withdrawn without a vote. 
Other recommendations of the committee dealt with problems of family life. 


In its report on the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, the 
committee strongly endorsed the programme of the Institute and urged that 
it be strengthened and expanded. 


At its afternoon session, the Assembly received reports from the 
Committee on the Department of Information and from the Pinance Committee, 
and completed action on the report of the Policy Reference Committee. 


In its report, the Committee on the Department of Information commend- 
ed the work of the department and asked for its expansion in certain fields, 
most notably the addition of publications in Russian and Spanish, and 
inereased activity in the fields of broadcasting and films. 


In the Finance Committee report, a model budget of $774,200 annually 
for the period following the Assembly was approved. This figure gives 
general guidelines for the budget, the precise annual budget being deter- 
mined by the Central Committee. EPS, Geneva 


Relief Needs Stressed 


(New Delhi ) - The churches have a role to encourage governments to meet 
the needs of relief, rehabilitation, health, and educational programmes, 
the Committee on Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees reported to the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches at a concluding session. 


The report added that where governments and other agencies are not 
covering the field, churches should try to respond creatively to Situa- 
tions of acute human need through pilot and demonstration projects. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive — 


in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1961 -12-09_28 49 
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To achieve this, there would be great advantage, the report said, in 
having through the World Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees, a mobile team of competent men and women who would be able to 
move swiftly to areas of emergency. 


Such a team would advise the churches on ways of dealing with the 
practical situation and on the methods of establishing liaison with govern- 


mental and non-governmental agencies, both in soliciting. and using their 
assistance. 


"There is urgent need to tackle the problem of housing, homelessness 
and illiteracy", the Committee said. "Refugee situations in many countries 
remain acute. The continuing world refugee problem is. a sickness of our 
time in which the refugee himself is an involuntary victim. of war or of 
molatics! or social upheaval. 


"Since the churches wish to see an end to such problems they must 
concern thenselves with the question of world order, and give thought and 
effort to the ways and means of eliminating the causes of war and the 
political and religious strife which creates the refugee oroblenms 


The report suggested the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Servise to 
Refugees should be encouraged to work in ever closer collaboration with 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs so that the 
churches' practical work through the division may be matched by responsible 
representations of Christian judgements in the areas where political 
decisions are taken. EPS, Geneva 


Australia and Ethiopia Seek Nex. Assembly 

(New Delhi) - Both Ethiopia and Australia wish to be hosts to the World 
Council of Churches when it holds its next Assembly in six or seven years! 
time. Invitations from churchmen in these countries were extended at the 
last session of the Third Assembly. 


Whew ire Invrtavion Came from the Archbishop of Harrar, His eau. 
tae Theophileos, who pointed out that the first three Assemblies hadi pean 
held in Europe (Amsterdam), the United States (Evanston) and Asia (New 
Delhi). He thought it would be fitting if it next met in Africa, and 
suggested Addis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital. 


He was followed by the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most Rev. Frank 
Woods, who announced that Australia's churches would be happy to act as 
hosts to the Fourth Assembly if their invitation were considered by the 
Gentral Committee. 


The chairman, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, said that both invitations 
would be passed to the Central Committee who would fix the date and place 
of the meeting about three years in advance. 


The Assembly adopted a resolution, moved by the Archbishop OL Yorks 
the Most Rev. F. D. Coggan, to send a message to the absent delegation 
from Fast Germany. The message referred to the refusal of permission to 
the delegation to leave their country, and assured then of the constant 
prayers of the members of the Assembly and Of their Joy at being United 
with them-“through Him who is the Light of the World" - the theme of the 
New Delhi Assenbly. EPS, Geneva 
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VCC Central Committee Re-elects Its Chairman and Vice-Chairman 


(New Delhi) - The 100-member strong Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches meeting here has unanimously re-elected Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
(US) and Dr. Ernest Payne (UK) to be chairman and vice-chairman respectively. 


Dr. Fry is president of the United Lutheran Church in America and also 
president of the Lutheran World Federation. Dr. Payne is general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. Both men were chairman’ 
and vice-chairman of the old Central Connittee between the Second Assenbly 
at Evanston, 1954, and the Third Assembly which met in New Delhi recently. 


Their re-election was recommended by a specially appointed Nominations 
Committee whose chairman, the Bishop of Winchester, Dr. 8. Falkner Allison, 
told the meeting that they attached great importance to the principle of 
rotation of WCC offices. But because the WCC was facing a crucial period 
in which many problems would have to be solved folloWing the integration 
er the International Missionary Council with the World Council of Churches, 
it had been agreed that the two leaders of the Central Committee ought to 
be men of wide experience of the work of the WCC. 


The recommendation was accepted without a dissentient and Dr. Fry and 
Dr. Payne were given a standing ovation by the new Committee. 


The Central Committee also elected today a new Executive Committee 
which Fry and Payne will also head. This Executive Committee has had its 
membership increased from 14 to 16. 


Four members of the old Executive serve on the new one. They are 
Dr. Hugene C. Blake, stated clerk (general secretary) of the General Assem- 
bly, United Presbyterian Church of the USA; Dr. Kathleen Bliss, Anglican, 
Great Britain; Prof. J. L. Hromadka (Czechoslovakia); and Archbishop 
Gunnar A. EH. Hultgren, Cnurch of Sweden. 


The other members of the new Executive Committee are: Dr. Christian 
G. Baeta (Ghana), Bishop Sante U. Barbieri (Argentina), Ir. Alford Carleton 
(USA), Dr. J. Russell Chandran (India), Dr. Ivy Chou (Sarawak), Bishop 
Hans Lilje (Germany), Mr. J. Irwin Miller (USA), Archbishop Nikodim (USSR), 
Metropolitan James of Philadelphia (Greek Orthodox), and Archbishop 
Frank Woods (Melbourne, Australia). 


The denominational representation on the Executive Committee is: 
3 Lutherans, 3 Reformed, 2 Orthodox, 2 Anglicans, 2 Methodists, 1 Disciple 
Machete ie baptish, and ‘2 United Church, 


The general secretary of the World Council, Dr. W. A. Visser it 
Hooft told the Central Committee that he intended to retire about 1965 on 
reaching the age of 65. He said that he had begun as general secretary 
in 1938 which was a long time ago. He suggested that by 1965 the work 
initiated at New Delhi by the Third Assembly would be well under way and 
his successor would be able to prepare for the Fourth Assembly which is 
expected to be held about 1967. 


Dr. Visser !+ Hooft added that even in retirement he would be ready 
to act as "odd job man" to the ecumenical movement. He was unanimously 
re-elected for the full tern. EPS, Geneva 
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